
QUIET WORSHIP FOR THOSE WRESTLING

WITH VOCATION, DISCERNMENT AND OBEDIENCE

Take us often from the tumult of things
Into thy presence.
There show us what we are,
And what thou hast purposed us to be;
then hide us from thine tears.

Oh King and Saviour,
what is thine gift to me?
And do I use it to thy pleasing?

* Now we must praise the guardian of heaven,
  the might of the Lord and his purpose of mind,
  the glorious all Father,
  for he, God eternal, is kind.

* The will of God be done by us,
  the law of God be kept by us,

* Our evil will controlled by us,
  our sharp tongue checked by us,

This worship draws on  Philippians 2:1-13 and an adapted form of
Celtic liturgy from the Northumbria Community for those wrestling

with obedience and vocation through the prayer of
St. Hild of Whitby (614-680AD)

If said in a small group the service leader can read the paragraphs in
italics including the scripture reading, and the group say words in

bold together, and otherwise the speaker rotates
at each * going round the room.



* quick forgiveness offered by us,
  speedy repentance made by us,

* temptation sternly shunned by us,

* blessed death welcomed by us,
  angels’ music heard by us,

* God’s highest praises sung by us.

* Christ, You are the Truth;
  You are light.

* You are the keeper of the treasure
  we seek so blindly.

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete:
be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others
as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but
to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Je-
sus,

   who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited,
   but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
   And being found in human form,
   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of death—
   even death on a cross.



  Therefore God also highly exalted him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name,
   so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
   and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Silence

* My soul’s desire is to see the face of
  God and to rest in his house.

* My soul’s desire is to study the Scriptures
  and to learn the ways of God.

* My soul’s desire is to be freed from
  all fear and sadness, and to share Christ’s risen life.

* My soul’s desire is to imitate my King,
  and to sing His purposes always.

* My soul’s desire is to enter the gates of heaven
  and to gaze upon the light
  that shines for ever.

Dear Lord,
you alone know
what my soul truly desires,
and you alone
can satisfy those desires.



* I have prepared a place for you,
  says the Lord, a place that is for you,
  and only you, to fill.
  Approach my table,
  asking first that you might serve.
  Look even for the lowest tasks.
  Then, the work of service done,
  you may look for your own place at table.
  But do not seek the most important seat
  which may be reserved for someone else.
  In the place of my appointing will be your joy.

Lord, show me the right seat;
find me the fitting task;
give me the willing heart.

* May we be equal to Christ’s hope in us.

* If we are weak,
  we ask that God sends only what we can bear.

*If we are strong,
  may we shrink from no testing
  that shall yield increase of strength
  or win security for our spirit.

I trust in thee, O Lord.

I say, ‘Thou art my God.
My times are in thy hand,
my times are in thy hand.’
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