
We all have a place of honour 
at the Kings Table!

Most of us have got some sort of kitchen or dining 
room table. But I wonder what we use it for?

Our table gets used for, well almost everything. 
We eat at it each morning, and several evenings a 
week. It has homework, and marking, done on it, and 
there's many a cuppa and a flapjack been shared 
round it! There's sometimes a bunch of flowers on it, 
and nearly always clutter to clearespecially when 
we're about to welcome people for dinner!!

Just as much as it's good to welcome people to our 
table, it's great to go to other people's houses and 
share things round their table too. On Monday I went 
round to John's house, not to share a meal but to 
think, talk and pray about this service and this 
reading. I was made welcome and invited to sit at 
John's table as we tried to work out what God wanted 
to say to us all today.
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When Mephibosheth was invited to King David's table, 
he knelt or lay down in front of the King, basically 
declaring how unworthy he felt to be there, and 
probably hiding how worried he was. As the last 
surviving member of Jonathan's family he would have 
been scared, and with good cause.

When Mephibosheth's father Jonathan and 
grandfather Saul were killed, he was just 5. In an 
effort to protect him, his nurse ran away with him to 
hide. But in their bid to escape, he had fallen and 
become crippled.

Then he'd stayed near his Uncle Ish-Bosheth who 
took over the leadership of Israel for a while. But 
Uncle Ish was then also killed, making Mephibosheth 
the sole surviving member of Saul's family. A new 
dynasty of leaders of a united Israel and Judah had 
then been started, with the anointing of David as King, 
and the transfer of political and religious power to 
Jerusalem. 
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The cultural norm was that in such circumstances all 
the descendants of the preceding royal line would be 
killed to eliminate possible rivals. But David had been 
a tad busy, and hadn't taken any notice of 
Mephibosheth's existence. Despite his disability, 
which wouldn't have made him very sociably 
acceptable in those days, he had a young son, a new 
family, presumably a new life, all hidden away living 
off the generosity of a chap called Makir.

But now suddenly, Mephibosheth has been called from 
that safety, obscurity and family to the presence of 
King David. All the past deaths in his family, done not 
by David, but in some cases in his name or to his 
benefit, place Mephibosheth next in the danger line. 
As far as we're aware he has no land or servants; 
nothing to bring as a gift to the King, not even a 
shoebox of presents! I think, in his sandals, grovelling 
hard on my face in front of the King, however much it 
cost my damaged legs, would probably be what I'd 
have done too!
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So what does King David do to this prostrate remnant 
of Saul's dynasty? 

He invites him to become a permanent resident at his 
table, and gives him an honoured place in his court! 
Not only that, but David gives him back all the land 
and servants that he could have inherited from his 
father and grandfather, if things had been a bit 
different.

I bet Mephibosheth was gob-smacked! You could 
probably have knocked him down with a feather. Such 
generosity would have been the last thing 
Mephibosheth would have expected. So he gets back 
on his knees again, in thanks and confusion. 

“What is your servant, 
that you should notice a dead dog like me?” 

It's the universal question that most of us will ask if 
we get an unexpected gift; why?

It's a question that King David doesn't appear to 
answer, but of course we know he already has. He'd 
told Saul's old servant Ziba that he wanted to show 
“the kindness of God” to the descendants of Saul.
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“The kindness of God” - I reckon that makes a pretty 
good definition of that little one syllable word that 
Christians are very good at bandying about – that 
thing called GRACE that it's so difficult to accept!

For King David, it was all about the strength of a 
covenant bond he'd made with his best mate Jonathan 
the son of Saul. Originally David and Jonathan had 
made this solemn promise to serve each other as 
brothers after David killed Goliath. 

They renewed it in one of Jonathan's fields in far 
more difficult circumstances – when David was hiding 
from Saul in fear of his life, and needed Jonathan's 
help and understanding.  1 Sam 20:15 says David 
promised:

“not ever to cut off his kindness from 
Jonathan's family—not even when the LORD 
cut off every one of David’s enemies from the 
face of the earth”
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Now that all his enemies were indeed for the time 
being, dealt with, David was taking the time to honour 
that promise, and Mephibosheth was the beneficiary.
As King, David didn't need to keep the promise, and it 
was certainly counter to the culture of the day, which 
is what marks it out so clearly as an act of grace. 
Rather than completing the obliteration of Saul's 
royal line, David did everything in his power to re-
instate the hereditary status and wealth that was 
Mephibosheth's right. David was still a man of 
integrity, and for him this was important; 
Mephibosheth therefore had an honoured place at his 
table.

Of course, we too are invited to a King's Table. Each 
and every one of us is asked to appear before King 
Jesus, and like Mephibosheth, whatever our fears, 
we've got nothing to worry about. Jesus wants to give 
us a place of honour, to welcome us, as a member of 
his family.
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Jesus was of course a descendant of David, something 
of which I'm sure we'll be reminded during the 
Christmas season. Like David, he re-made a covenant 
relationship, under difficult circumstances – not in a 
field in fear of his life, but on the cross, losing his 
life. It was the promise that “the kindness of God” 
would never be cut off from anyone who is willing to 
approach the King when he calls.

Mephibosheth had a hereditary status as the 
grandchild of a king, and we do too! We have inherited 
a place as children of God, adopted into God's family 
through Jesus. 

It's important to take that seriously – whatever our 
circumstances. Parents, grandparents, uncles and 
aunts, all have a habit of being as generous as they 
possibly can, to the children of their family. I'm sure 
that, like me, some of us have started to work out this 
years Christmas present list, worrying about what gift 
might suit which person, and probably whether we can 
afford it. 
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But God isn't having a spending review. The “kindness 
of God”, his grace, isn't under threat of budget cuts, 
and though some of us might be facing yet another 
pay freeze, Jesus's love is truly inexhaustible.

Just as Mephibosheth had probably been hoping King 
David wouldn't notice he was almost in hiding at 
Makir's, some of us might acknowledge that perhaps 
we've been living in hiding from God, hoping that he 
won't notice us, scared of the consequences if he 
does. But, this story tells us that we needn't be 
afraid, and that we really can approach Jesus when he 
calls us into his presence.

Some of us might say we can't possibly approach King 
Jesus, because we are broken and faulty. 
Mephibosheth's disabilities were physical, caused by 
an accident. If we have run away and hidden from God, 
it could well be that by relying on ourselves, and the 
faults we see in ourselves, self-doubt has become our 
disability, something that has stopped us responding 
to God's call. But he does call us, and we must ignore 
such self-doubt. We can be sure that he wants to 
welcome us, just as we are. Whatever we think we look 
like, inside or out, Jesus calls us into his presence.
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For others of us, we might acknowledge that like 
Mephibosheth, we've been living off someone else's 
generosity; or in a more likely modern context we've 
been relying on the so-called security of what the 
world provides. If we dare to cut off our reliance on
what the world thinks is important, and approach the 
King who is calling us into his presence, then we will be 
given a different sort of wealth and security that will 
sustain us deep inside and not just meet our surface 
needs.

I guess many of us, who regularly meet with God in 
private or in fellowship with our friends like we are 
now, will say that we're sort of there. We know we 
are God's child, and when he called us as our King, we 
took the opportunity to come, just as we are, and bow 
down before him. But I wonder, are we still on our 
knees or our faces, not quite daring to look full him 
full in the face, or questioning the gifts that he is 
giving us as we hover there, awed by the welcome he is 
giving us?

9



I believe that the message that God has for us today, 
the one that I'm sure I was given as I sat in prayer at 
John's table, is the assurance that we all have a place 
at the Kings Table! 

Jesus Christ the King, the descendant of David, has 
called us into his presence, and is giving us an 
honoured position. Just like Mephibosheth received 
his because of a promise, ours is one gained through a 
new covenant, one made by Jesus' death and 
resurrection. Our place of honour will provide us with 
the spiritual food we need, and form the wealth that 
will sustain our needs, if we respond to his call and 
come just as we are. All we are required to do is to 
accept the riches that are ours; the grace, and the 
love, and the kindness of God.
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