
St Peter’s Yateley
Week of Prayer 2010

Wednesday -
snowbound prayers in your neighbourhood!

“The Church Community
as Bride of Christ”

Icebreaker:
If you want to get to know your prayerful neighbours a bit (or just want to chat whilst sharing a
warm drink) why not talk about weddings you have been to and what made them special!

Bible Readings:
There are two readings to focus on today. It would probably be helpful to read them out loud and
follow each by a time of silence as you let God speak to you through the words and images.

Isaiah 62:1-5 and Revelation 21:1-9

Some direction to our thoughts:

The images of bride and groom in the OT and NT are primarily related to anticipation and
preparation towards the wedding banquet (as an image of heaven and the end of time) rather than
an illustration of married life of intimacy and fulfilled love. As a consequence, the passages prompt
us to pray "Come, Lord Jesus" (as the Groom) and pursue our calling as Bride to "be made
holy/beautiful".

Since the focus of the Bride/Groom images of Church/Jesus is on anticipation, there is also a
recognition of separation from full relationship with Jesus, ie

 a) as not-yet-prepared and not-yet-wed, the Bride/Church-Community still has some
 beautifying to do to make us fit for a full relationship with Jesus in the splendour of his holiness
 - we are not yet holy and are a work-in-progress.

Give time in prayer to say SORRY and turn-from/repent-of the things that have marred
 the beauty of the Bride (in connection with our church life at St Peter’s).

 b) The Bible talks of the "Kingdom of God" being something we see in-part and in sign and
 symbol now as we wait to see it fully in eternity. In the same way, the Bride sees glimpses of
 the glory of the groom in "occasional visits" during betrothal and anticipates their shared life in
 their new home together.

Give THANKS for the glimpses we see of the presence and glory of Jesus, the Groom
 (try to be specific about things that have been examples of this in the past year.)

Some thoughts on the theme as they relate to the youth of our church and town are on the
next page, please take time to read it, possibly out loud, and pray as suggested.

FINALLY - TO CONCLUDE YOUR PRAYERS:
Offer prayers of "PLEASE" for the things we long to see in the growing beauty of the

 Bride in anticipation of the coming of the Groom.

Please spend some time noting and journalling the prayers shared during the evening and pass
back any reflections to Paul as we compile a picture of the prayers shared through the week as we
seek direction and insight into God's word for us in the coming year. Thanks  PaulH



The Bride of Christ & Young People – some thoughts to pray and reflect on

For many young people the analogy of Jesus coming for his bride the church, can be a real turn
off. Marriage is no longer the done thing in society. Living together is now more the norm. There is
a lack of willingness to commit for the long term. Young people live for now, in a throw away
culture. Relationships are self-seeking instead of self-sacrificing. A “What can I get out of it?”
attitude often prevails.

There is no problem young people falling in love with God/Jesus, but the church? Now that can be
a different story! Young people’s commitment often varies – they will happily commit to a cause
(just take a look the number of causes/campaigns on Facebook!) but often not an institution.

 • How can we help young people commit to the church not just Jesus? We need to ensure we
don’t put stumbling blocks in their path eg. Traditionalism. (see quote below)

 • Key thing is again modeling/mentoring. We have a responsibility to model what it means to
have Jesus at the centre of our lives. We need to help them become lifelong disciples who can
learn to serve and put their faith into action.

 • We need to challenge/give young people opportunities to serve and shape the church of the
 present and future. (again see quote below)

Quotes from Krish Kandiah,
Executive Director, Churches in Missions, Evangelical Alliance

 One of the main criticism’s 20-30’s make of the church is that it is outdated. Traditionalism can
 be a major roadblock for 20-30’s engaging in church. We must make a distinction here
 between traditionalism and tradition. Christian Historian Jaroslav Pelikan described the
 difference as: "Tradition is the living faith of the dead; traditionalism is the dead faith of the
 living.”  We must hold on to the tradition of evangelicalism with its commitment to the authority
 of scripture, the need for personal repentance, its focus on the centrality of the cross and our
 activism. However when alongside our right instinct to hold on to the gospel and the historic
 teaching of the church, we also enforce the culturally relative ways in which that teaching was
 expressed in the past, we effectively hold onto the baby and the bathwater. For a church to
 move forward and be accessible to today’s generation, we may need to change the water.

 Unfortunately what young people/adults often hear in church is not encouragement to take
 huge steps in their faith, but to take on huge responsibilities within the church. Churches can
 all  too easily channel the drive, energy and enthusiasm of the 20-30’s into church-based
 activities – helping with the cleaning rota, youthwork or music – or all three. Instead of inspiring
 our young adults for discipleship, we often cause them to burn out and lose all heart for
 discipleship and the church. What could be character building, can also become soul-
 destroying.

For prayer:

 • Pray for youth who struggle with church.
 • Pray for ourselves that we will reflect what it means to put Jesus at the centre of our lives and

not get wrapped up in traditionalism.
 • Pray for opportunities to encourage young people to serve in St. Peters and put their faith into
 action. Slum Survivor and No Slumber challenges from Tearfund/Soul Action. Websites :-

www.soulaction.org for more info.

Matt H


