
1

The church as the bride of Christ
Revelation 21:1-5 All Age Sun 15th Nov 2009

The bride, the bridegroom and the price!

TALK 1

What’s happening next month?..............................
Christmas is the time when we celebrate Jesus being born.
As Christian’s how would we describe Jesus?.....

Amazing! God took so much care of the world that he came
down to earth and became a little baby!
But, did you know that God says he is coming back into the
world again? Which is even more amazing and what this
mornings reading was talking about.

The book of revelation is a bit different - and no, I don’t
think that’s why they left till last in the Bible!
It uses lots of imagery or pictures to describe what its trying
to say about the amazing way God is going to recreate the
world - or perhaps we might like to say he’s going to re-boot
the world (though probably not with Windows as an operating
system ;-)

The things that are used in Revelation to create a sort of
picture book were written so that 1900 years ago people who
were being persecuted for sharing in this new ‘Christian’ faith,
would understand it without the people in power (the Romans)
getting all twitchy about it (because they hopefully wouldn’t
understand so much.
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So in this passage we have the image of a bride. It says “I
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for
her husband.” (Rev 21:2)

So if we’re going to be able to understand a little about this
imagery of a “bride” we really need one. Now there was a
really good one last weekend  - complete
with husband, but they appear to be on honeymoon, so not
really helpful this morning. So, out the back I have the next
best thing...

So here is our bride this morning, beautifully dressed for her
husband.

Everywhere in the world, in nearly every era, a lot of time is
spent making brides and their dresses look beautiful, so some
things haven’t changed. At the time Revelation was written
many Christians had either been Jews or what were called
‘God -fearers’ - non-Jews who believed in the Jewish God and
had studied the Jewish scripture, what we call the Old
Testament. So lets look in the Old Testament to see what it
says about a bride.

If the kids can come up, and the adults get their pew Bibles
out we’ll see if we can look a couple of things together, and
see if this bride needs anything else to make her look even
more beautiful:
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Adults can you find Isaiah 49 v18 and when you’ve found it can
someone read it out loud please:
  “Lift up your eyes and look around
  All your people gather and come to you.
  As surely as I live” declares the Lord
  “You will wear them all as ornaments,
  you will put them on like a bride.”

So our bride needs ornaments... Lets see what we’ve got in
this bag that we could put on our bride.... Bangles, something
for her hair...

Right, adults please can you find Isaiah 61:10 and when you’ve
found it can someone read it out loud please:
  “I delight greatly in the Lord;
  my soul rejoices in my God.
  For he has clothed me in garments of salvation,
  And arrayed me in a robe of righteousness
  As a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.”

So our bride needs some jewels... Lets see what is in this box...
Does that look rather special... Shall we put it round her
neck?
Does she look even more beautiful now? Great!

Now we’ve been the ones making the bride look fantastic...
Who do you think does it on a real brides wedding day?
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So if we go back now to Revelation 21 can the anyone tell us
who they think in this mornings reading is preparing the
bride?

Now it might be a girl thing, but the idea of God preparing me
for my wedding day is just, wow!!! Even you blokes... If you
can’t quite get your head round it, think of this: God taking
the time and trouble to tie your cravat!

Thats the sort of thing we need to picture this morning -
being prepared for a wedding day, not just in the presence of
God, but by God.

Would the kids like to go back to their seats for a bit, and

Lets turn to song... Richard.
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TALK 2

So here’s our bride... We’ve not given her a name yet, what
shall we call her? Can someone think of a good Jewish girls
name...

You see names, and family were important to Jews - they
helped define who they were. As was their land and their
faith, sometimes, on a good day, in a good year, or when there
was a king or leader who helped them remember God.

So if we want to learn a bit more about the imagery Jews and
God-fearers understood about brides when they read this
passage in Revelation we need to head back into the Old
Testament.

Please could someone find, and read out Hosea 1:2
  “When the LORD began to speak through Hosea,
  the LORD said to him,
  "Go, marry a promiscuous woman
  and have children with her,
  for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty
  of unfaithfulness to the LORD."

Ah, oh dear. I’m not sure really that we want that sort of
woman here do we? Our bride looks far too nice to be a bad
sort of girl, doesn’t she?
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Lets try another passage - can someone please find and read
from Jeremiah 3:6:
  During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me,
  "Have you seen what faithless Israel has done?
  She has gone up on every high hill and
  under every spreading tree and
  has committed adultery there.”

Oh dear... Still not good. Lets try Jesus, what does he have to
say about the brides family, the Jews, or Israel and Judah as
they were variously known: Please can someone read Matthew
12:38and39
  Then some of the Pharisees and
  teachers of the law said to him,
  "Teacher, we want to see a sign from you."
  He answered, "A wicked and adulterous generation
  asks for a sign! But none will be given it
  except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”
(Thank you - please can you keep your finger in that
reading?)
That’s no better is it really. So what’s with all these
references to unfaithfulness in the Jewish faith... when their
scripture is talking about themselves!?

Basically, the Jews weren’t very good at letting God get them
ready to be a bride. They kept doing the wrong things... Going
off and worshipping statues and idols, taking part in the
ceremonies connected with other faiths. So even before the
bride was getting to her wedding day, she was being
incredibly unfaithful and adulterous - definitely a bad girl!
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It’s a bit like getting all the dress and the jewels and the
ornaments all dirty scratched and torn... Which we can’t really
do with this wedding dress... But alternatively you could think
of it like putting a load of dirty sheets, or bin liners over the
beauty so it can’t be seen. I wonder if the kids could help me
do that please...

Now, we’ve got our now rather shabby bride... Who God has
tried really hard to prepare for her wedding day... Over many
centuries... But who really hasn’t got it yet... But isn’t there
someone missing?

Who do you think is the bridegroom that God is trying very
hard to prepare this bride for?

When we talked about Christmas right back at the beginning
of my first talk who did I say that Jesus was? .... Jesus was
human and... God!
So God has spent all this time preparing his bride to look
nice and be beautiful, and she’s completely messed it up.
That’s not good is it?!

But in that passage from Matthew just now, I think there was
something about a sign...

The sign of Jonah... Can anyone remember what Jonah did...
Clue: it involved a whale! Spent three days in a whale.
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I wonder if you could go with Graham down to the back of the
church, and help him bring up this bride’s bridegroom....

A cross. Jesus, on the cross. He’s the bridegroom.

When he died it took him how long before he rose again on the
first Easter morning?.... Three days - that will be the sign of
Jonah then!

Do you know that brides cost money? Not just the dress and
the jewelry, but in many cultures including the Jewish culture,
they had to be bought. The bridegroom had to pay a price to
the brides father or family for the pleasure of being able to
have a particular bride. Graham and I once bought a bride for
a friend, literally... Its a long story - we’ll tell you later!

God prepared the bride,
he was the bridegroom,
and he also had to pay for the bride!

That’s what the cross and the resurrection was about.
It meant that the bride could be made clean and bright and
beautiful again as is fitting for someone prepared
by God for God.

But we’re not like that are we? Well perhaps we are a bit
dirty, we might have covered up our beauty, lost the sparkle
that we know God has given us?!

Perhaps, Paul you could lead us in a time of confession?
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TALK 3

God prepared the bride,
he was the bridegroom,
and he also paid for the bride!

All because ultimately he wants to dwell in the world with us,
constantly and perfectly, just as he did when he made the
world the first time around.

The reason why Jesus came into the world was to enable all
God’s chosen people (those Israelites who’d messed up a few
times) to have a new relationship with God, so that they could
then share that special relationship with other people. It was
part of the plan to prepare the world to receive God finally
and totally, so that everyone could have a perfect relationship
with God. It didn’t quite work out like that, but the idea is
still there. The book of Revelation is pointing out that it is
now the role of Christians together, what we call the universal
church through it’s different parts, to share that special
relationship God wants to have with people.

But the church (at whatever scale you like to think about it)
is still in that state of being got ready by God for its wedding
day - it has taken over the role of bride from the Jewish
nation and is in a time of preparation.
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As a church we’re not perfect - at whatever scale we decide
to look at it. I’m not sure if it’s the dress, the bangles or
what, but we’re not quite there yet in the beauty stakes!

We know it cost Jesus his life to get us this far, but what will
it cost us to let God get the church into a state where we a
fitting bride for him?

Can you remember what we put round our brides neck?.....
Jewels

Rather than taking her knecklace off again, lets look at it
closely up on the screen

 It’s a very pale
aquamarine (the bigger pale blue stone) and a diamond... The
aquamarine would have started life looking something like this

 and the
diamond like this  which, don’t
look quite as exciting. A bit dull in fact - perhaps a little
grubby?

So what’s it had done to it?........... polished.....cut corners
off (I think they are called facets)... Turned this way
and that by a talented person, shaped so it sparkles!

That’s the preparation process that the church is going
through to make it beautiful.
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If we were to be really over-the-top in describing a beautiful
bride at a wedding we might say she is a “vision of loveliness”.
Knocking off the badly shaped bits round a gem stone,
bringing out the natural sparkle with some serious polishing, is
part of creating that vision of loveliness.

As a church we are part of what Paul has reminded us in the
last Crucial, is a vision building process. We’re trying to let
God create the shape of St. Peter’s that gives us the natural
sparkle that he has designed for us. But because we’re human
rather than a lump of mineral, the process is painful - allowing
God to prepare St. Peter’s so that we are the right shape to
be a sparkling part of Christ’s bride is an uncomfortable
process. There are going to be bits that need to be cut off
because they’re not needed, and other bits that God wants to
keep that are going to need some really hard polishing to
make them sparkle.

A lump of mineral can’t run away from the process once it’s
been chosen as a gem stone, and neither can we. We’ve been
specially chosen for this preparation, and because we’ve
accepted God in our individual lives we can’t avoid the process

- we are naturally part of God’s chosen bride for Christ.

We are part of that unfaithful church that God has chosen as
Christ’s bride, so that when he finally re-boot the world so he
can once again be permanently with us. But, we need to let
God make us beautiful; that is the price that we have to pay
if his light is going to shine through the facets he’s shaped,
so that we are part of that new creation that will be God’s
finished kingdom.
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