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EXTRA-ORDINARY SUMMER SERMON 1 John 2:1-11

Note also John 1:14

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.

We gazed upon his glory, glory like the Father's only Son, 

full of grace and truth.”

Recognising God's presence – How we glimpse God's glory!

PROPS

· Toastmaster Jacket on chair behind altar

· “Wine” by font in chapel

· Chalice and communion wine bottle on table behind altar

· Some “glasses” on the altar

TALK 1

It's the school holidays! Yeh!!!!! There is something about being married to a teacher that really makes you appreciate the summer holidays!

It's a time - for going places - for weddings – and for playing games! We play things like the red-telephone box game and pub cricket when we're in the car... and it doesn't matter that kids are growing up! Though we're not in the car, we're going to play a game this morning... It's a bit like working out who the mystery guest is on Question of Sport. 

Who do you think is in this picture?... [A familiar parish face] We recognise him, because we know what he looks like and know what he's done here in St. Peter's.

Shall we do another one?... [Mr Messy!] We recognise Mr Messy because we've read about him in books.

Last one; who's this?... [crucifix] Because we know bits of the story of Jesus, we're assume this a representation of him. But actually we don't know what he looked like, and during his lifetime, Jesus was really known by the extra-ordinary things that he did. These are what we're going to be looking at a small group of over the summer, because it is through what we read about what Jesus did, that people now get to know what Jesus was like.

In our story this morning Jesus is at a wedding, in a place called Cana, with some friends, and his Mum. We're not told how well he knows the families involved, but we do know he's only just met his friends, so of all the people at the wedding, it's only his Mum Mary, who really knows Jesus and has some understanding of who he is.

This reading is in John's Gospel, and John doesn't tell us much about Jesus being born, or his young life. But from Luke's Gospel we know that before his born, Mary was told by the angel that Jesus was the “Son of God”. When she and Joseph took him as a tiny infant to the Temple to give thanks for him, she was told he would be a symbol of “God's glory” to the Jewish people he had been born among. 

At the beginning of John's Gospel about Jesus, John talks about Jesus as the Word, someone who will be a bit like a book, showing and telling us about God. John says:

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.

We gazed upon his glory, glory like the Father's only Son, 

full of grace and truth.”    (John 1:14)

Looking at God's glory is all about recognising God's presence with us, and we do that by looking at Jesus, the Jesus we recognise on the cross, and these stories about him in the Bible.

I think Mary, is remembering all the things she knows about who Jesus is, and the idea that he would reveal God's Glory by being God's presence. She seems to have recognised that at some point Jesus will do some important and extra-ordinary things that will show people that he is special.

But, Mary recognises some other things in this story. 

She recognises the shame that the host family will feel, and the comments that will be made by unfeeling people in the local community if they run out of wine – traditional Jewish weddings involved the whole village and went on for days – there needed to be a lot of wine involved!

Mary also recognises that Jesus may provide a solution to the shame that could be visited on the family hosting the wedding. Lastly, it is she who also works out who will be in the best position to respond to whatever it is that her son Jesus might do... that's the servants, and she asks them to obey Jesus. 

We'll talk about them later. In the meantime, I wonder if we can think about this as we prepare for a time of confession:

· Have there been examples of us not recognising the difficulties or shame that people around us face?

· Have there been times when we haven't realised that Jesus offers the people we are with, a solution to their problems, or perhaps we've forgotten that he's there to help us with ours?

· And, have there been times when someone has suggested we're obedient to Jesus, and we haven't been?

=> Confession... (sorry for when we don't take time to recognise the difficulties people face, we don't realise that Jesus offers us/them a 'solution', and when we're not obedient)

TALK 2

Right, I need some help out the front for this – would the children like to come up. 

I wonder if I could borrow you please? I have here a very special jacket, which I've been lent. It's a Toastmasters Jacket... Before you ask, a toastmaster is nothing really to do with what comes out the toaster! A toastmaster is someone whose job it is on an important occasion to make the hosts look really good, and to encourage the guests to celebrate the important people at the event...  he “proposes a toast” by asking people to “raise their glasses” to celebrate the people whose special occasion it is.

The Toastmaster, or as he was called in our Bible's version of this morning's story, the Master of the Banquet, would also have had the servants coming to him with the various food and drink, so he could direct how they should be shared among the guests.

So, servants [other kids] what are you going to bring to the Toastmaster, so that he can help the wedding guests celebrate? What was it they were carrying in the story? [Water... Wine]

I think that you better go off into the Chapel and see what you can find, and bring it back to the Toastmaster?! Have a look by the big font and bring whatever is there back please. And be very careful please!!! 

[A selection of bottles... mostly of water, one of Ribena, one bottle of Communion Wine!]

Toastmaster. Shall we see what's in the bottles? [Several Water... ] Um, [hold one up] that looks a bit more like the real thing.... [get James to taste] Ribena! Well definitely a cut above plain water! (I'm afraid you're not tasting what's in the other bottle!)     [Get kids to sit down on dais]

In our story this morning the Toastmaster recognises the value/quality/abundance of what is in the jars that the servants bring to him. He doesn't expect it to be different, but you can hear him asking the question “where has this wonderful wine come from?” The toastmaster is able to recognise something as good, even though he doesn't know anything about its source!

Of course we're in on the secret with the servants aren't we? We know that the servants did as they were told by Mary; they obeyed Jesus instructions, and therefore the servants are the one's that KNOW what has happened; Jesus has done the first extra-ordinary thing that people can see in John's Gospel – water has been turned into wine!

I wonder can we be like the Toastmaster, and recognise what God has done in our world, and how wonderful it is... which is part of what we might call God's glory? 

· Take a look out the window – there's God's glory!

· Take a look at the person behind you – there's God's glory!

· Take a look at the little tiny flame on the top of the candles – there is God's glory!

You've just recognised God's presence among us – Great!

The problem is remembering that we only get to both see and understand the source of God's glory in the world if we are obedient to Jesus! We need to do as Jesus tells us.

Just before you go back to your seats, lets say a prayer before S comes to lead the rest of our prayers:

Thank you God, for your presence in the world around us and the people we know. Help us to be obedient to what Jesus tells us and shows us in the Bible, Amen

=> Prayers? (giving thanks for God's abundance that he enables us to see – give thanks for people who are obedient to God's instructions)

TALK 3

So, our last bit this morning is to take a look at Jesus and the wine in this mornings story of the wedding at Cana. 

The jars that the servants are asked to fill with water were usually used for a Jewish ritual of cleaning/purification. They were filled with fresh water by the servants, which then was found to be the most wonderful wine.  

So, we can understand in this first extra-ordinary thing that Jesus does in John's Gospel, that God is doing something new with the old Jewish traditions. And, it's not just about making the Jews clean in some new way, it is about giving them something new and much better than ever before.

Psalm 104 says wine “gladdens human hearts” - it somehow makes people different (we know that!). Wine is symbolic in the Bible of life and strength, which makes Mary's announcement to Jesus “they have no more wine” all the more significant. The Jews, the people of Israel, we not gaining any strength from their relationship with God; it was not making them better people.

I have here * [collect chalice and bottle from table behind altar] one of the very posh cups we use at Communion... called a Chalice. Do you want to see what's in it? Come and have a look... [Get little kids back up] What is in there? Wine, it's a specially made strong wine [show bottle], and you probably wouldn't like the taste [but they can smell it's strong].

This idea of strength is one of the things we remember when we celebrate communion – Jesus gives us strength. If we show we recognise Jesus and what he has done for us, by what we do for each other, we will be stronger inside ourselves; we will be able to cope a little bit better with everything that happens to us. [Get kids to sit down again.]

But there is more than just a new strength that Jesus brings; this first miracle that he does is announcing that Jesus has brought people new life! 

The writer of this story about the wedding and the wine is trying to say that Jesus was bringing something completely new to their lives, just as he does to ours. In John 10v10 Jesus says of himself, 


“I have come that you may have life, 

and have it to the full.” 

But he only fully does that, when his most important hour comes – on the cross! [Put image of Jesus on the cross on screen.]

Through what Jesus is 'the Son of God', and, what he does 'the extra-ordinary things' in John's Gospel including his death on the cross, Jesus is God's Glory. Jesus was, and is God's presence in the world!

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.

We gaze upon his glory, glory like the Father's only Son, 

full of grace and truth.”    (John 1:14)

The way we recognise Jesus best is in what he did on the cross, he shed his blood, he died [hold chalice] – and then he came back to life again, in a way that showed he'd made it possible for us to be close enough to God for him to touch us and give us a life and strength to do things because of him.

We're changed, just like the water, into something stronger, better, more full of life – if we recognise Jesus, and if we “do whatever he tells us” just like the servants did. If we can show we recognise Jesus as  the most important part of God's story in the world, God's glory will be revealed not just in Jesus, but in us!

